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had ended and that the Emancipation Proc-
lamation, signed over 2 years earlier, had de-
clared all slaves to be free persons. This his-
toric day is celebrated to remember the end
of slavery. Emancipation demonstrated our
country’s belief in liberty and equality for
every citizen, and was a profound recognition
that each and every American has rights, dig-
nity, and matchless value.

One hundred forty vyears later, the
Juneteenth observance continues to remind
us of our country’s founding principles of lib-
erty and justice for all. As we mark the anni-
versary of the end of servitude, we also recog-
nize the many contributions of African Amer-
icans to our culture. African Americans have
helped shape our country’s character, en-
hanced the diversity that makes America
strong, and contributed to the vitality, suc-
cess, and prosperity of our Nation.
Juneteenth is a day that stands for the dignity
and equality of all citizens, regardless of race,
so that all may share the blessings of freedom
that America provides.

Laura and I send our best wishes on this
special occasion. May God bless you, and
may God continue to bless America.

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Memorandum on Suspension of
Limitations Under the Jerusalem
Embassy Act

June 15, 2005

Presidential Determination No. 2005-24

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Suspension of Limitations Under the
Jerusalem Embassy Act

Pursuant to the authority vested in me as
President by the Constitution and the laws
of the United States, including section 7(a)
of the Jerusalem Embassy Act of 1995 (Pub-
lic Law 104-45) (the “Act”), I hereby deter-
mine that it is necessary to protect the na-
tional security interests of the United States
to suspend for a period of 6 months the limi-
tations set forth in sections 3(b) and 7(b) of
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the Act. My Administration remains com-
mitted to beginning the process of moving
our Embassy to Jerusalem.

You are hereby authorized and directed to
transmit this determination to the Congress,
accompanied by a report in accordance with
section 7(a) of the Act, and to publish the
determination in the Federal Register.

This suspension shall take effect after
transmission of this determination and report
to the Congress.

George W. Bush

Memorandum on Determination To
Authorize a Drawdown for

Afghanistan
June 15, 2005

Presidential Determination No. 2005-25

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the
Secretary of Defense

Subject: Determination to Authorize a
Drawdown for Afghanistan

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, including section 202 and other rel-
evant provisions of the Afghanistan Freedom
Support Act (Public Law 107-327) and sec-
tion 506 of the Foreign Assistance Act of
1961, as amended, 22 U.S.C. 2318, I hereby
direct the drawdown of up to $161.5 million
of defense articles, defense services, and
military education and training from the De-
partment of Defense for the Islamic Repub-
lic of Afghanistan.

The Secretary of State is authorized and
directed to report this determination to the
Congress and to arrange for its publication
in the Federal Register.

George W. Bush

Remarks at the Congressional Picnic
June 15, 2005

Thank you all for coming tonight. I think
we're going to have a pretty special picnic
here on the South Lawn. Laura and Lynne
and Dick and I are really pleased you're here.



